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Sigao (quiet) - orydom

The Greek wordigao meant to be quiet as contrasted with commotioterAfear panic among the Hebrews
(Exodus 14:10-12), Moses said, “The Lord will fidgbt you if you will just keep quiet” (14:13). And
Ecclesiastes says that there is “a time to keegt gud a time to speak” (3:7).

To translatesigao as meaning to be silent is going too far. “Silantplies absolute stillness, whisegao
indicates a lack of disturbing noise. The poirtbiseduce sound to a point where it is not irntgtrather than
to achieve complete soundlessness. A Greek wosegicto silence iBesuchia.

New Testament

In Luke 9:36 the three who had witnessed the Tragmsdtion “kept quiet and told no one at that tiwleat they
had seen.” The disciples realized that the Traosditjon was a personal event, not a public demaiistr of
Jesus’ relation to God. They kept quiet about thattime and did not use it as part of their mgssaAfter all,
the injunction they had received was “Listen to fiinot “Advertise what you have seen.”

The blind beggar who shouted to Jesus as he pasasdold to be quiet” by those who were in frofibham
(Luke 18:38-39). Jesus healed the man who didnétglown but followed Jesus glorifying God (18:43)e
crowd no longer tried to quiet him, but joined himpraising God. (The whole question of what cdosgtis
creating a disturbance depends on who is beingroesd.)

As Jesus was teaching in the Temple, the Templedties sent spies to heckle him and try to trap (Luke
20:1-26).The hecklers asked him if it was righp&y taxes to the emperor (20:22). When Jesus degigive
to the emperor what was the emperor’s and giveao Wwhat was God’s, “they became quiet” (20:26). One
wonders which instruction made them quit hecklthg, statement that they should give the emperot wha
his or the statement that they should give God wigat God’s. The latter injunction would be hardmrthem
to follow — harder for us, too.

When Peter himself — and not his messenger — apgedrMary’s door, the occupants of the house edact
with considerable surprise. So Peter gesturedtifem to be quiet” and let him tell them what haggened
and instruct them to tell the other Christian leadsout it (Acts 12:17). Peter had just escapauh foeing
chained in prison with four squads of soldiers duay him. He was still fleeing. He had no time tsaer a lot
of questions so he quieted the questioners, gare thbrief message for James and others, andittoen |
again.

After some heated discussion over what Old Testamgmctions must be imposed upon Christians, iPete
pointed out that even Jews were not able to obegygwocedure in the tradition. He asked that #rashlem
Christians hear what Paul and Barnabas had tdSsathey “kept quiet and listened to Barnabas andl’ Pa
(Acts 15:12). This Council in Jerusalem is gengra#ld to be the crucial event in the decision antile
Christians would not have to become Jews and obskawish law.

In Romans 16:25 Paul speaks of a “revelation oateny which was kept quiet in ancient time” bubhdswv
revealed. The use aifgao suggests that the mystery may have been hintedla¢ past but was never openly
proclaimed.



Apparently Paul felt there was a need for ordeheroom during worship in the church in Corintle éevotes
the entire fourteenth chapter of First Corinthiemthe subject. In 14:27 he makes his bid for the af a
common language to overcome the confusion of mé#fgrent languages being used at once. After akirith
was an important seaport with travelers from a#trahe Mediterranean. Greek, however, was a uralers
language and those speaking Greek could be unddrbjoall. So Paul says that if there is no onaterpret a
given language for someone praying or prophesylagthem be quiet and speak to themselves andbtli G
(14:28).

In Corinth men and women worshiped together, asadn strange to some and which may have produced
effects that Paul saw as needing correction. Isev84 Paul says that women should be quiet in bramd
should not talk but should show respect. This \Wwasever, not the first item on his agenda for atui
devotional attitude in worship. It is clear thatmen both prayed and prophesied in the early chigcts
21:9), even in Corinth (1 Corinthians 11:5).

In our time most Christians understand that Panjishctions for women (and others) to be quiet were
addressed to a specific situation and were nohargecommand.

Today

A certain amount of quiet is necessary if we arthiok rationally. Noise calls forth a purely enustal
response. The crowd that assembled before Pilatemivgpped up into a frenzy and cried out “Cruciipniy
Overseas, crowds assemble in some countries amod ‘$tith” Emotional fervor is much valued and much
exploited. Sporting events have their cheer leaderd churches have their rally days. And megadtasrenake
meganoises all for a good cause. But somewherg dét@nline we need to sing “Drop thy still dews of
quietness till all our strivings cease.”

The Amish are a small Christian sect and nowhetdlgiir essential Christian nature become moreeexithan
when they forgave the man who entered their scandlkilled nine of their young children last year i
Pennsylvania. Then they destroyed the school itséep it from becoming a tourist attraction. Bmish are
called the Quiet People.
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