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Propempein (to see off) - pomépmerv

The Greek worgropempein meant to see someone off in proper style. Thdsksdras 4:47 King Darius
writes letters to all his officers to give Zerubkhbnd all with him a royal sendoff on his way &wukalem.
And in 1 Maccabees 12:4 Jonathan sends lettensadesand Rome seeking an alliance and askingtbat
letter bearers be sent along in peace. The befbtlee tetter was not always so thoughtfully progectSee 2
Samuel 11:14 where the special treatment of therlearrier was of a different sort. In the apotipLetter of
Aristeas the writer says that Eliezar gave hisghdien a royal sendoff (172).

The point in each case is that one group saw angtbap on its way safely. This could well have mtaaat
they inspected the vessel to make sure that its@asorthy, interviewed the captain and crew talsaethey
were trustworthy, and approved the accommodatiodssapplies.

New Testament

In Acts 15:3 Paul and Barnabas as emissaries fnerstiurch in Antioch are “sent on their way” toukalem
by the church, accompanied by others from the loocagregation, to see what the apostles in Jemdadee to
say about the need to circumcise Gentiles who abtw€hristianity.

Acts 20:38 has Paul taking leave of the elderd@Ephesian congregation. They hated to see him go,
especially because they might never see him aghey had come from Ephesus to the port of Miletas!
met with Paul, heard him say farewell to them, “#mely saw him off aboard ship.”

In Acts 21:5 the disciples in Tyre along with theomen and children came along with Paul and hitygand
saw them off leaving the city.” Paul and compang bayed with the Christians of Tyre for seven dakge
their ship unloaded cargo (and probably loadedac@rgPtolemais), and now they all said a prayeghddbye.

In these three statements in Acts there is an @almodern atmosphere, that peculiar combinatiomafaals
hope and wistful loss on the part of those seefhtheir friends and a different combination of eag
anticipation and reluctant release on the paras$é¢ departing.

In Romans 15:24 Paul expresses his hope that hbenwdble to stop over in Rome on his way to Sl
have you see me on” after enjoying their compamyafahile. This interesting phrase is apparentlylBavay
of assuring the churches in Rome that he doeswtertd to make Rome a part of his missionary teyrte
perhaps because of the established Jewish Chrrsdiane of some of the congregations there (seati@as
2:7). There was a surprising amount of parochiatisraughout the Roman Empire, and Paul tried netep
on anyone’s toes.

1 Corinthians 16:5-11 may raise a few eyebrowsl iBan Ephesus and intends to stay there untitéterst,
after which he intends to go to Macedonia, thespend a winter in Corinth, after which the Coriatis “may
see me off whithersoever | go” (16:6 — as Don Qtexwas later to say). Meanwhile, Timothy is to vike
Corinthians, and Paul urges them “Let no one négliee, but see him off in peace, for | am expecting and
the brethren” (16:11). All in all, it sounds likaight schedule — Corinth is at the other sidehaf Aegean Sea
from Ephesus, and Macedonia has most of Attica &etvit and Corinth — but Paul was an experienced
traveler and an enthusiastic planner.



The following verses suggest that Apollos was adsis ambitious. Like Jonathan in 1 Maccabees 1Padl
makes a point of asking special treatment for trerér of the letter. Most letters in that day wsneply given
to someone on his way to a given destination, baasionally the bearer had a special relationeéstnder
(16:11).

In 2 Corinthians 1:16 Paul has left Asia one stegad of a lynch mob and apparently fled to Macealdre
had planned to go to Corinth first and then to Miacea and back to Corinth so they “could see mengrway
to Judea.” But he seems not to have found a shigyrto leave for Corinth, so he grabbed one saftingroas.
He asks the Corinthians if he acts indecisively ig-jbke! The letter, then, is to explain why hdl stelays
coming to Corinth (1:23 - 2:13).

There are interesting arguments against the uh@yQorinthians, but they do not rise to the leseAssured
Results of New Testament Scholarship.

Titus 3:13 indicates that Titus, who has been mlacex position of some authority among the Charsdiin
Crete by Paul, is to make arrangements to “see #enlawyer and Apollos quickly on their way thatmng
hinders them.” He is in charge of their proper séhsee 1:5ff.).

The Third letter of John is to Gaius, obviouslgader in the local congregation. The author wilttedetter of

appreciation for his Christian activities, espdgialith reference to certain visiting brethren dod“doing so
well in seeing them off on God’s work” (3 John 6).
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