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Marturesthai (testify)

The Greek word marturesthai meant to testify inastnsolemn and binding way. In 1 Maccabees 2:56
Mattathias on his deathbed cited ancient herodsdmg “Caleb, testifying before the assembly” (denbers
13:21-14:10). As he was about to be captured, bosgprayed, “I testify to you that | am not a taibut | go
as your minister” (History of the Jewish War agaihe Romans 3:354), and in Jewish Antiquities hetev
that Jeremiah came to King Zedekiah “testifying theshould quit his impious and lawless ways” 10@).

New Testament

Acts 20:24-28 is Paul’s last will and testamenttfe Ephesians. He testifies to the gospel of taeegof God
(20:24) and says in 20:26-27,“Therefore, | tediifyou this day that | am clean of the blood of &br | did
not shrink from declaring to you the whole courdilGod.” It is a strange thing for Paul to saylatttparticular
point in his address to the elders. He has judadat that he will probably see them no more, améblows
this statement with advice about how to carry anrthnistry he has started among them. The phrage“l
clean of the blood of all” was probably used inttthay to mean “I've done all that | can do.” It sadig like a
judicial cliché, but whether of Roman or Jewistgoriis not clear.

In Acts 26:22 Paul is arraigned before the Roméigial, Festus, and King Agrippa. He says to thénw this
day | have had help from God and so | stand hatédyteg to both small and great saying nothing Wwhat the
prophets and Moses said would take place.” Heiaffjcgoes on record to the crucifixion and resatien of
Jesus Christ and of his being the light of the whobrld, Jewish and Gentile.

Paul writes to the Galatians, “I testify again @& man who receives circumcision that he is baworkeep all
of the Law” (5:3). Paul is saying that the one valeonmits to observing one Mosaic Law is bound tceoliag
all of the Mosaic Laws. The Gentile cannot becorae jyew. He must become completely Jewish or remain
Gentile. Christ has freed us from the bondage @i, but we must follow Jesus all the way andathd all
legalism. We must give all our heart to Jesus arideserve part of ourselves to the pride of works-
righteousness. Paul does not merely suggest tisasttiue; he testifies that it is true.

Paul takes an equally hard line in Ephesians 4:U&ay and testify this in the Lord — quit wallgras other
Gentiles walk, in empty-mindedness, reason oblieelebeing shut off from the life of God by thewr
stupidity, by the blindness of their hearts.” Hawmering home of this point by the use of the witedtify” is
caused by the results he sees in other Gentilles dsescribes them in verse 19. (He was not alwagsnphatic
in giving advice. See 1 Corinthians 7:12ff., 7:258:8-10.)

In 1 Thessalonians 2:11 Paul describes his reléidine Thessalonians as that of “a father withchitdren,
exhorting you and encouraging you and testifyingyfau to walk worthy of God who called you into his
kingdom and glory.” Beginning with the King Jameartslation of “charged,” later translators haveedraway
from using the word “testify” here. The NRSV traatsis “pleading” (!), while NEB and NAB seem to jerad
that it isn’t there at all. Paul had no such intidis.

(On the other hand, the NRSV translates marturéteasfy” where older translations have “witnes$hiere is
only a slight difference in English between the twards, but the verb “witness” is more often usethformal
situations while “testify” is generally associat®dh a more formal presentation. In our day théedénce

between witnessing to something and testifying is largely the difference between saying “I samt saying



“I solemnly testify that | saw.” In both cases yshwuld be telling the truth, but in the latter cgea had better
be telling the truth!)

The dictionary definition of “testify” is “to maka statement based on personal knowledge or befefif here
is reinforcing his exhorting and encouraging with fpersonal guarantee that God has called the @loesans
into his kingdom and glory and that they shouldéfare live godly lives. He is moving from the starof
giving them his support into the position of givitihgem assurance of God’s grace as the motivatiothér
lives.

It might be noted that every New Testament useartumesthai is in material attributed to Paul. T$hsuld
perhaps be taken into account in considering tharacy of Acts and the possible authenticity of &pans.

Today

It is strange to see people testifying to the deoek of a certain brand of food or the superiasitgertain
automobiles and yet giving no personal testimonitogs that are really important. We are solicitedour
opinion on a variety of subjects from legislativeposals to the brands of dishwashing detergernirefer.
Opinions are much in demand, but testimony is aacghi@pinions reflect our current mood, but coneits
represent our enduring standards. To testify ta goavictions is to place yourself at a positioonfrwhich
there is no turning back. Saying the Apostles’ @risdestifying to eternal truth; telling someoraiy opinion
of a headache remedy represents an immediateaeacta current condition.

Terence Y. Mullinsisa pastor, writer, and editor of curriculum. He lives in Philadel phia, Pennsylvania.



