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Hupodeigma (example)

The biblical Greek word hupodeigma meant “exampleprototype.” In the Wisdom of Sirach, Enoch is
called “an example of repentance for all generati¢h4:16). In 2 Maccabees 6:31, Eleazar is cdled
example of nobility and a memorial of virtue.” Aimdhis Wars of the Jews, Josephus says “you hanbke
example set before you in Jeconiah the king ofldves” (6, 103).

New Testament

After Jesus washed the disciples’ feet — an agallysperformed by a servant when the guest arrivede
told them, “I have given you an example that yooustt also do as | have done to you” (John 13:185d,A
whatever its faults may be, his church has triebet@ serving church, establishing hospitals, geeand
universities and reaching out to those in nee@odf clothing, and medicine.

The author of Hebrews, discoursing at length (3:13¥on entering the promised rest and pointintdnéo
disobedient ones not entering it, says, “Let usestio enter that rest so no one falls throughrteeample of
disobedience” (4:11).

Later he speaks of priests who make offerings td &opresenting “an example and shadow of the hiave
sanctuary” (8:5). His point is that Jesus Chrigiusreal high priest (6:20; 7:23), which he figatistablishes in
9:11.

He develops extensively the idea of earthly thirgggesenting in gross approximation the heaverlties,
writing that “the earthly examples of things in tiea have to be purified” (9:23). He is aware thhaw
happens in heaven is really not in any way comparabwhat happens on earth, but he continualgstto give
significance to human responses to God by projg¢hiem as imitating heavenly responses. The author
obviously is familiar with the Platonic Theory obfifns, with the heavenly priest being the univessal the
earthly priest being the particular. Moffatt sayske Philo and the author of Wisdom, he interpritts past
and the present alike in terms of the old theofydin 8:5-10:1] that the phenomenal is but an ifgoer
shadowy transcript of what is eternal and real.”

James 5:10 says, “As an example of suffering atiénuze, beloved, take the prophets who spoke imanee
of the Lord.” He may have had in mind Isaiah (37.)6Jderemiah (18:18; 20:7-18), Ezekiel (24:15-28Y
Daniel (6:6—24). The point, of course, is not mgthht the prophets suffered patiently but thay thaffered
because they preached the word of the Lord andhbkgtendured and persisted in speaking out for. God

In 2 Peter a long series of “ifs” (2:4— 8) is falled at verse 9 by “then” as the author says tleat#struction
of Sodom and Gomorrah was “an example of whatnsicg to the ungodly.”

Today

We learn by example. Children who see their pargniag thanks at meals soon learn to pray. Teensdgarn
to drive by watching adults drive. A woman who skesneighbor assisting an elderly person climbsthes
to the door offers similar help when she has arodppity to do the same.

We learn by examples good and bad. Public servineuncements on television, which are supposed to
discourage people from smoking, show a varietyonitly and adults puffing away on cigarettes, and the



example that viewers see before them obliteratesdhtious advice given in the background. Thenoied
warning becomes counterproductive.

Augustine knew peer pressure as much as we do.tblgalells us in his Confessions that when for i@@son
or another he had not followed the example of hidlywsinning friends “I would make myself out a®ige
than | was so that | would not be scorned; and whed not sinned in some way as the degeneratehatk |
would say that | had done such things even thougidh’t so that | might not seem a contemptibleaamt.”

We learn by example. We learn actions, we learguage, we learn attitudes, we learn habits fromt wigasee
and from what we hear and from the examples osedrs

It follows that we teach by example. When we shdwigiian love, when our conversation is upliftimgyen
we accept our part of the work and share the cvatlitthose who deserve it, when we tell the stfryesus,
we teach by example.
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