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Exagorazo (I snatch)

The Greek word agora referred to a common instituitn the Graeco-Roman world. It is usually tratesleas
“market place,” but it was a lot more than thatvits a civic center in the broadest sense of thid.wo

In both Matthew 11:16 and Luke 7:32 Jesus refechtiolren sitting in the agora and taunting onetheio
Then Mark tells us that people laid their sick vefdesus in the agora (6:56). In one of his pasallksus
speaks of a landowner who found unemployed labastargling idle in the agora and hired them (Matthew
20:3). And Jesus speaks of the Pharisees as liiihg greeted in the agora (Matthew 23:6-7; Marid&2
Luke 11:43). But when the Pharisees return fromathera they do not eat until they have done alntaahing
of hands (Mark 7:4). After all, there were shrinépagan gods there and food being sold that hexthaps,
been offered to those idols.

But in Acts we read that Paul and Silas were drddpgpore the magistrate in the agora and sentengaason
(16:19ff.).

Later Paul debated in the agora with those who éragabto be there (17:17). So the agora was noa josdrket
place as we generally use the term. (The Latirstation was forum.) All in all, it was a thoroughiorldly
place.

With that in mind, we turn to the verb agorazo, ethis generally translated simply as “buy,” thainigehe
major activity in the agora.

But the verb exagorazo did not simply refer to bgyirom the agora. That was the meaning of agorazo.
Exagorazo was more emphatic than that. As usdtkilNew Testament, it indicates a separation fran th
whole system of marketing, the whole idea that yhang could be bought for a price. | prefer taskate it as
“snatched,” though “rescued” will do if you prefer.

New Testament

In Galatians 3:13 Paul says that Christ has “smatels from the curse of the Law.” The whole worldly
approach of having to pay a price for everything get becomes a curse when applied to our reldtipngth
God. The Law demands that you pay a price for bngadven the least commandment. That is its cldse.
Christ has paid the price for us and has snatchdémbm its demands.

Paul reiterates this point in 4:5, saying that vegenslaves to the conditioning of the environmbat,that God
sent Christ “to snatch those who were [slaves] utiteLaw that they might be adopted as sons.” climgrast
between slaves and sons is crucial here. Slaved belbought and sold; sons could not.

In Ephesians 5:3-20 Paul speaks of the differeetwden being wise and being foolish. He tells d&ders to
“snatch the opportune moment because the dayviiréve 16). He then describes how to snatch the
opportune moment (5:17-6:20).

He reverses the order in Colossians, describitgglia-4:4 how to snatch the opportune moment; tleetels
them to “snatch the opportune moment’(4:5).

Today



There is a sense of urgency in exagorazo. It jasttthe thought that Christ’s return is imminghgugh that
thought was no doubt present in Paul’s mind alltitme, but it is more than that. For us to delagegting
Christ and living the Christian life is to act atds with the whole God relationship. God has sreatals from
the curse of the law, and we are to snatch theegadghportunity of salvation. It isn’t the sort bfrig that
invites delay. Putting it off until tomorrow, sagrinot just yet” isn’t an option. Drowning peoplead the life
rope the moment it is within reach. Procrastinatfoaut of synch with the God-in-Christ relatiornshi

God's love for us is as immediate and urgent a&g for people in Paul’s day. Christianity is notething
you put off until next Sunday.
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